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Keep an eye 
on timelines

Cross-check
significant stories
for divergent 
themes















“who lives, who dies, who  tells your story?”









Read everything in media :
Door signs, car models,
brands & products



How old are cars?

How is street 
maintained?

Any sign of upstairs 
occupancy?



Incongruity of Ida Robinson entering her well-kept tavern as neighborhood falls



Who was Sandy the 
beautician?  Who was 
Gratz the jeweler?

Who left the shop in 
between?



Who is loading what at the bank door? 



What crane company?  Who are posted officials that year?



Check council
Proceedings- 

Newburgh UR 
Began in 1948



Is the rest of the city changing too?
With what justification?



Sketch it 
out for
yourself





Merchant’s
story had 
more aspects





Database some info found and sort a few ways



Notes for utility 
disconnect from
Central Hudson G&E



Ask yourself –
Why measure by
square feet?



Whose plan?  How did they acquire land or plan to?



Look at what is planned to be added – AND what is planned to be taken away

Where’s Montgomery Street?



“Designing a city is easy; rebuilding a living one takes imagination”

      Jane Jacobs
      Death and Life of the American City



Seek out the designers and draftsmen –
  this was Frank Gehry



Any future in this? 



Oh, surprise!

No one expected problems?



Lightpoles lean

Sidewalks sink



Get reactions to the bizarre & elicit memories of other plans & schemes



Share some fantastic stories



Ask for help with puzzles





What did these planners learn and leave in their own files?
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