
Critical AI 
Literacy 
An 
Evolving 
Project 

Lauren M.E. Goodlad
Critical AI @ Rutgers

Prometheus Carrying Fire, 
Jan Cossiers c. 1638





Really, Atlantic Monthly?





In the fullness of  time, we and our 
students will find lots of  good reasons for 
using some chatbots in particular ways for 
performing the tasks at which they excel.



.

College writing—intended to teach best 
research practices, communicative 
articulacy, and critical thinking-- is not one 
of  those tasks. 



Fritz Lang’s Metropolis 
(1927) 



probabilistic
mimicry



So when you hear 
about today’s “AI”
you should not be 
thinking about this… 



Or even this…



But, rather, a vastly scaled up multi-dimensional version of this…

























Anderson said, "Just as we’ve strewn the oceans with plastic trash and filled the atmosphere with 
carbon dioxide, so we’re about to fill the Internet with blah. This will make it harder to train 
newer models by scraping the web, giving an advantage to firms that already did that, or that 
control access to human interfaces at scale. Indeed, we already see AI startups hammering the 
Internet Archive for training data."







Don’t panic. Educate yourself…

Critical AI literacy begins with recognizing that “AI” 
isn’t just a technology; it’s a political economy that 

concentrates power



Don’t panic. Educate yourself…

But this doesn’t mean that we can’t be chill. 



Probing experiments 
(researchers not consumers)



Source: Daniel Estrada’s senior seminar 
https://criticalai.org/2023/05/30/teaching-insights-how-to-teach-ai-to-students-ai-ethics-and-
njit-audit-project-dr-daniel-estrada/



Thank you! I look forward to 
your questions…

criticalai.org
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