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Southeastern NY Library Resources Council 
Digital Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, April 11, 2013 
 
 
Attending members:  Merribeth Advocate; Christy Blanchette; Jody Ford; Brian Jennings; 
Helen McLallen; Clif Patrick; Chris Pryslopski; Laura Streett; Elaine McConnell; Susan Stessin-
Cohn 
 
Excused: Morgan Gwenwald; Kate Laing; Kirsten Carter 
 
Attending SENYLRC Staff:  Tessa Killian; Jennifer Palmentiero; Zack Spalding, John Shaloiko 
 
Guests: Eileen McAdam and Shilo Kennedy (Sound & Story Project) 
 
Meeting Commenced at 1:35 
 
Minutes 
 

• Laura Streett made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 9, 2013. Christy 
Blanchette seconded, and the motion was carried. 

 
IMLS Voices of the Hudson Valley Grant 
 

• Eileen McAdam and Shilo Kennedy from The Sound & Story Project provided an update 
on the IMLS grant funded project, Voices of the Hudson Valley. 

• The mobile recording studio (The Cube) was designed by Hugo Martinez and is in 
production. Eileen showed a video on the making of The Cube. It will travel to the five 
partner organizations in the early fall and then be available for the wider community to 
schedule/rent. 

• HRVH will be the repository (as needed and as appropriate) for the full interviews 
recorded in The Cube. 

• A mobile app created to provide access to the short produced stories was demonstrated. 
The stories are categorized by topic. Users can record (and geo-tag) their own stories 
using the app. 

• Sound & Story will be producing short DIY video tutorials for library and museum 
professionals that want to record oral histories. 

• Marist will be hosting an emerging technologies conference, with the help of Greater 
Hudson Heritage Network, in 2014 as part of the grant project.  

• Sound & Story received a grant from the NY Council for the Humanities for exhibits and 
programming related to the oral histories digitized for this project. 

 
 
 
 



 
Updates and Announcements concerning HRVH initiatives 
 

• New Pricing Structure for HRVH: The SENYLRC Board of Trustees approved a new 
pricing model for HRVH. Membership and associated dues are still required. New HRVH 
contributors will now also pay a onetime start-up fee ($500 in 2013/14 and $800 after). 
All contributors will also pay an annual hosting/service fee based on the number of files 
in their collection: 

o 1-250 files = $50/year 
o 251-1000 files = $150/year 
o 1001-5000 files = $250/year 
o 5001-10000 files = $350/year 
o 10001+  = $450/year 

• NY Heritage/DPLA: HRVH is no longer part of NY Heritage because the software used 
to harvest all of the metadata is no longer available. Staff members from several 3R 
organizations are working to find another solution. Ideally the harvesting will expand 
beyond the 3Rs to include other content creators in NY for preparation for the Digital 
Public Library of America. 

• New HRVH members: Palisades Interstate Park Commission; Rhinebeck Historical 
Society; Liberty High School. The Culinary Institute of America (governing member) will 
also be contributing to HRVH. 

• Statistics: Visitors, Visits, and Page Views continue to increase. 
 
 
Viewshare Pilot Project Demo 
 

• SENYLRC staff used free software from the Library of Congress (Viewshare) to create a 
map overlay with accompanying facets for a postcard collection contributed by Hudson 
River Valley Institute. 

• The software can also be used to create timelines, charts, word-clouds, and other 
“views” using collection metadata. The views can be embedded in websites using code 
provided by the software. 

• Jen can provide training to HRVH participants on using Viewshare. 
 
 
Next Steps for HRVH – Looking Ahead 
 

• SENYLRC staff will conduct an online survey of HRVH users. It was suggested to have 
at least one open ended question. 

• Susan Stessin-Cohn, Jody Ford, and Laura Streett agreed to serve on a sub-committee 
to help with the HRVH home page redesign. The committee suggested building usability 
testing into the process.  

• Tessa learned of a grant opportunity from the IMLS that may fund the digitization of 
African American resources. A survey of the region should be conducted to find out what 
resources organizations own. The application is due in December. 
 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM. 
 


