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CE Committee Minutes 
10/28/2015 
10:00am-12:00pm 
 
Meeting called by: Carolyn Bennett Glauda 
In attendance: Denise Garofalo, Mount Saint Mary College, Casey Conlin, Pawling Public Library, 

Anthony Hosmer, Rockland BOCES SLS, Rebecca Gerald, Dutchess BOCES SLS, Betsy Cawley, 
Bard College, Heather Gorman, Newburgh Free Library 

Excused: Rhonda Altonen, Culinary Institute of America, Anne Deutsch, SUNY New Paltz 
Location: SENYLRC Conference Room, Highland, NY 
Purpose: Review and develop CE for SENYLRC 
Charge: There are two charges for the continuing education committee: 1.) Assist staff in identifying 

topics and speakers for  professional development and creating continuing education 
programing; and 2.) plan “Unconferences” as well as other networking opportunities for Council 
members 

 

Review of the 
committee 
roster 

We are now an official committee with Board approval.  Since we do not have a 
mandate, we can add additional members to our committee to stagger it to prevent a 
problem when terms expire simultaneously. A suggestion was made to add someone 
from a library system and/or a library Trustee. 

Updates on 
Spring & 
Summer CE 

Carolyn reported on spring & summer CE classes. Nine classes, workshops, and SIGs 
were held since the last meeting, and were received well by the membership. 
Evaluation participation is spotty, but generally positive.  
  

Upcoming 
Events 

There are now events in the calendar that will take us through to 2016. These include: 
Train the Trainer, Cataloging SIG, HRVH Unconference, Library Instruction SIG, and 
NN/LM Classes. There are some classes in the works for the winter and 2016, 
including Libguides Webinar, Minecraft Webinar & BIBFRAME Basics Class. 

Brainstorming 
for a winter 
webinar series 

Carolyn is proposing a winter webinar series based on makerspaces. The group 
suggested some ideas such as:  

 Analog spaces – sewing machines, puzzle pits, crafts, knitting 

 How do librarians advocate for space and sell the idea? Your public needs to 
know what you have 

 Laser cutting 

 How to avoid competition with for-profit makers in the community. 

 Collaboration with other spaces in the vicinity 

 VHS conversion labs 

 Calling Shannon Mersand to find out how things that work at schools could 
work at academics, and to get names of webinar hosts.  

 Games in libraries – getting teens involved with programs 

 Working with SUNY New Paltz to set up a class on how to use their 3D printing 
room. 
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Brainstorming 
for an all-day 
class idea 

In the spring, we would like to do an all-day event. We had been thinking about 
something with small presses, and the group suggested also looking into self-
publishing (for patrons who have written books), open access platforms, copyright 
issues, and what the next steps are now that we are out of the “early adoption 
phase.” These topics, along with input from small presses might make for a good all-
day event.  

Basics of coding If we had Joanna DiPasquale back, maybe we could break into groups so that mentors 
could work with less experienced coders, and we could have a hack-a-thon.  

  
Other ideas for further exploration: 

Marketing & 
Outreach 

Problem with publics – how do you get something going when you have to go through 
multiple layers of approval?  
Look into Ben Bizzle for outreach. 

Local history 
game 

Casey saw a panel at NYLA with White Plains librarians who used now & then photos, 
and architectural scavenger hunts while collaborating with the local historical society. 
Could we replicate something like that here?  

MailChimp Carolyn showed how MailChimp has great analytics – could that be a class (note: 
instead of a class, direct members to the Lynda.com video…) 

eBooks The committee asked for more CE on ebooks – but the problem is that the 
unconference was not very well attended. Why was that? Perhaps the date, perhaps 
because publics don’t have much choice about their platforms. The committee 
suggested trying it as a SIG, could be called “stuck in overdrive” and talk about 
effective marketing. More success might come from keeping it basic, and having super 
users train other users.  

Survey It is probably time for another member survey to find out who is interested in what. 
For the best answers, open-ended questions work best, like “what kind of issues do 
you struggle with on a day-to-day basis?” 

 
Additional Information: 
When we do meet next time (likely February), we need to remember to take a group picture. (We forgot 
to do this in the spring, and decided not to this month because we didn’t have everyone present.) 


