
 

 
CE Committee Minutes 
6/24/2015 
10:00am-12:00pm 
 
Meeting called by: Carolyn Bennett  
In attendance: Denise Garafolo, Mount Saint Mary College, Casey Conlin, Pawling Public Library, 

Anthony Hosmer, Rockland BOCES SLS, Rebecca Gerald, Dutchess BOCES SLS, Tessa Killian, 
SENYLRC 

Excused: Rhonda Altonen, Culinary Institute of America, Anne Deutsch, SUNY New Paltz, Betsy Calwley, 
Bard College, Heather Gorman, Newburgh Free Library 

Location: SENYLRC Conference Room, Highland, NY 
Purpose: Review and develop CE for SENYLRC 
Charge: There are two charges for the continuing education committee: 1.) Assist staff in identifying 

topics and speakers for  professional development and creating continuing education 
programing; and 2.) plan “Unconferences” as well as other networking opportunities for Council 
members 

 
Review of new 
refund policy 

The committee reviewed and gave support to the new refund policy. It is now up on 
our website here: http://www.senylrc.org/RefundPolicy. Anthony added that all 
invoices should include complete data about attendees, classes, and dates so that 
payment is easier to process on the participant’s end.  

Updates on 
Spring & 
Summer CE 

We looked at data from all the classes that were held from February to June, 
compiled from class evaluations. We average about a 50% response rate on our 
evaluations, and it yields very helpful information. Thoughts: 
• Can we get Dorothy back to do a Wikipedia webinar? 
• How about collaborating with schools for a class on Wikipedia? 
• One evaluation critique stemmed from the fact that we butted up against 

network limits when over a dozen people were using the wifi at once in a class. In 
the future, we should plan for avoiding overload.  

• The HRVH User’s Group needs more reinforcement to keep working with the 
Tumblr account. 

• Classes could benefit from more hands-on time to work on projects.  
• There was room for more people, even in our most successful events.  
• There are challenges to hosting classes that could appeal to people who are on 

varied levels – how do we communicate what beginner, intermediate, or expert 
means?  

• The data analysis class was really a data collection class, and that was 
disappointing to a few attendees, although the overall reaction was positive. 

• We should revisit things that work. 
• Via email, Rhonda asked if we should ask about cost. We will think about that if 

we ever decide to alter our price structure.  
Upcoming 
Events 

There are now events in the calendar that will take us through to Fall. These include: 
RDA With Denise Garofalo, Library Instruction SIG, eBooks: an Unconference, 
Incorporating Active Learning Into Your Teaching, MarcEdit Webinar 
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 Brainstorming for the fall/winter, going into spring: 

Good Design This could be a class about how to work with a website from a presentation / user 
end. Might include coding basics. 

Basics of coding If we had Joanna DiPasquale back, maybe we could break into groups so that mentors 
could work with less experienced coders, and we could have a hack-a-thon.  

A series of 
classes on data 

1) Data Collection 
2) Data Analysis (perhaps look at Wendi Ackerman, who just did a good webinar 

for SCLRC.) 
3) Infographics / Marketing 

Grant Writing Can we talk to Ellen Mehling from METRO to see if she has something pre-packaged 
and is willing to come up here?  
Other options: Classes on Grants 101 – Look into the class that NYLA had. 
Find out which local libraries have access to the foundation center. 
Ask the Ulster SLS about their success with grants 

Lynda.com The group suggested sending out more emails about Lynda.com so that people know 
about those resources, which would be better in that format than in a class. (Like 
Microsoft Office skills.)  

Helping patrons 
find jobs 

Casey recommended looking into Dutchess One Stop, and the classes held by Meghan 
Amara. She frequents local libraries to talk about job search.  

Copyright Rebecca mentioned that Ann Dalton is coming in December to speak to school 
librarians, and perhaps we can also schedule a visit to Southeastern. 

Cataloging SIG The last meeting was quite successful, and we should reach out to the conveners from 
New Paltz to see if they would get it going again.  

Webinars The winter is a great time for these. We should start thinking about good topics and 
speakers for December – March. 

 Left over from the last meeting, not yet explored: 

LibGuides & 
LibAnswers 

We had considered asking Jane Verosteck of SUNY College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry if she would be interested in talking to us about how she uses LibGuides.  

Persuasive 
Speaking 

Peter Iglinski was a speaker on this topic upstate, Carolyn will see if there is someone 
similarly talented for this topic in our area.  

Legal Reference 
Workshop 

We are considering revising this class from 2011, the committee suggested that it be 
targeted to reference librarians.  

Other notes Maker Spaces – We should spread the word that they’re more than just 3-D printers. 
In general, we should spread the word about what other libraries are doing. Perhaps 
that is a good thing to do in the newsletter – feature other newsletters.  
 
Open PO’s for schools – Rebecca wondered if there was a way that the school could 
pre-pay for classes. Our pricing structure and accounting may not work well for that, 
but schools could write an open PO and add to it until it’s full.  

 
Additional Information: 
When we do meet next time (likely October), we need to remember to take a group picture. (We forgot 
to do this in the spring, and decided not to this month because we didn’t have everyone present.) 
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